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appeared he gave orders that everybody should keep to their
appointed place and be ready to act after hearing the signal.
The English entered the city towards the end of March 1807.
They thought that Rosetta, like Alexandria, would submit
without a gunshot, and they sauntered round the city as if
they were on a promenade. But just when the sun was at its
hottest and the English were reclining against the walls to
protect themselves from the heat of the sun, the signal was
heard and the Egyptian people began to fire their arms from
the windows, the tops of houses; and from every corner of the
city. The English were absolutely taken by surprise. They
lost their commanding officer, General Wauchope, and several
hundred others. The rest retreated to Alexandria to tell the
story of their defeat to the High Command. Some of the
prisoners and heads of the killed carried on poles were sent
by Ali Bey, the governor of Rosetta, to Cairo to tell the news
of their victory to the anxious people.

The news of the English defeat electrified the imagination
of all the people. It restored strength and confidence to the
heart of Mohammed Ali, his agents and the people; it finally
alienated the Mamelukes from the English and prepared the
way for a national effort to beat the invaders. Drovetti, the
French consul at Alexandria who had fled to Cairo to avoid
falling into the hands of the English, joined with Mohammed
Ali, who had recently come to Cairo from Upper Egypt to
supervise the raising of defence works against the English. Al
Sayed Omar Makram, the famous national hero, came forward
once again, and, thanks to his instructions, guidance and
example, the people armed themselves and the students of Al
Azhar deserted their lectures and volunteered with the popu-
lace to march to Alexandria or Rosetta to fight the enemy,
who had planned to avenge their defeat at Rosetta.

General Stewart was sent with 4,000 men and the neces-
sary munitions and material to Rosetta, and there he took
his stand at Al Hammad, to the south of Rosetta. From Al
Hammad the English began a regular siege of the city. The
havoc created in the place by continuous bombardment and
the heavy losses suffered made the governor and the head
notable send to Cairo several requests for reinforcements. It
is significant that in their requests they refused the despatch